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Competencies – An Overview  

 

What are ‘Competencies?’ 
 
‘Competencies’ is a term used in RCT Council (the Council) to describe the 
knowledge, skills, and behaviours we need to do our jobs. Where a job description 
illustrates ‘what’ we do competencies illustrate ‘how’ we do it.  
 
 

COMPETENCIES

skills

aptitudes
technical 
abilities

abilities behaviours

traits knowledge

attitudes

 
 
 
The Council’s competencies stem from the Council’s over-arching Vision, Beliefs and 
Values (available on the Council’s intranet or from Human Resources) and are 
designed to encourage an open dialogue (conversations) about how we work. 
 
The Competency Framework gives us a starting point and a language we can all use 
when talking about the behavioural aspects of our work. This should mean that we’re 
clearer about what’s expected of us and that our performance is managed and 
developed in a way that supports everyone.  
 
The competencies in this document describe how really ‘excellent’ staff would work 
in the Council.  They don’t describe specific tasks that people do as part of their job - 
job descriptions do this.  Instead they describe how someone who is really effective 
would do those things, and what else they would do in addition to those things.  
Working in a way that is described by the competencies doesn’t necessarily mean 
doing ‘more’ in terms of work, but it can mean working differently.   
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What is a Job Family? 
 
The Competency Framework consists of 9 main Job Families and all Council roles 
will fall within one of the job families included within this framework. The job families 
are: 
 
 AD: Administrator 
 AN: Ancillary 
 CC: Community and Social Care (including Social Care Professionals) 
 FL: Frontline and Customer Care 
 MM: Middle Manager (for Managers who manage people that manage 

others) 
 SM: Skilled Manual Worker 
 ST: Strategic Manager (Heads of Service and above) 
 SU: Supervisor / Team Leader (1st line managers) 
 TS: Technical, Specialist and Professional 

 
 
By using competencies to define what ‘excellent’ performance looks like for 
everyone, and encouraging people to work in these ways, the Council is more able 
to deliver levels of service that will really make a difference to our Community. 
 

How do I know what Job Family I am in / my team are in? 
 
The decision tree on page 8 will help you to identify which job family your role is 
most likely to be in, you may also find this information on your Person Specification.  
 
The Decision Tree can also be used in a management role to discover the job 
families of the roles within your team, or when compiling Person Specifications. Each 
Job Family has a number of example roles listed under the title – but please note 
that this is just a snap-shot and not a complete listing.  
 
If you have any questions regarding which competency framework is most suitable 
for your role, please discuss this with your line manager or contact Human 
Resources. 
 

Understanding Your Competencies - What is a 
Competency Area? 
 
The overview on page 9 shows a summary of all the competency areas that fall 
within each job family. Competency areas are just the main headings, all of which 
are numbered as illustrated on the summary – for example Communicating 
Effectively (3) or Achieving Results (4). 
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Common Competency Areas 
 
There are a number of competency areas that have been identified as being relevant 
for all workers in the Council and although the actual demonstration of these may 
vary for different jobs, these competencies are important for everyone. The common 
competencies areas are: 
 
 Working in a Team - this also includes the headings working with others; 

working with partners; working with team members; working effectively with 
others; working with partnerships and teams; working as a team member. 
(Reference number 1 and 2.) 

 Communicating Effectively 
(Reference number 3.) 

 Focusing on Service Users - this also includes the headings looking after 
Service Users best interests; earning Service Users trust; meeting customer 
needs; working with Service Users. 
(Reference number 7 and 15.) 

 
Role Specific Competency Areas 
 
The remaining competency areas have been identified as being relevant depending 
upon your role and job family within the Council. These areas include: 
 
 Achieving Results 

(Reference number 4.) 
 Personal Effectiveness – this also includes the headings being committed and 

reliable; demonstrating professionalism; managing time; being accountable. 
(Reference number 5 and 6.) 

 Complying with Health and Safety – this also includes the headings working 
safely; maintaining safety and well-being. 
(Reference number 8.) 

 Demonstrating Technical Ability – this also includes the headings encouraging 
professional development. 
(Reference number 9.) 

 Working with Change – this also includes the headings managing change; 
leading change; incorporating change; creating and responding to change. 
(Reference number 10.) 

 Implementing Strategy – this also includes the heading working strategically. 
(Reference number 11.) 

 Political Knowledge and Awareness 
(Reference number 12.) 

 Managing Resources 
(Reference number 13.) 

 Developing and Motivating People – this also includes the heading leading and 
motivating. 
(Reference number 14.) 

 
Please see the overview summary grid on page 9 for a clear picture of which 
competency areas can be found within each job family.  
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Understanding Competencies - What are the Competency 
Statements?  
 
Each of the competency areas (headings) are broken down into a list of statements 
around behaviour, abilities and skills. These are displayed in 3 columns.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
An excellent administrator:     An ineffective administrator: 
Helps and supports other 
team members. 

Helps and supports others 
at times but places own 
needs ahead of others 
when under pressure. 

Puts their own needs 
first, often unavailable to 
help and support others.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The statements help to set expectations on how we do our jobs and provides us with 
a language we can all use to start conversations around performance. 
 
Health and Safety / Equalities and Diversity 
 
The health and safety of our staff and Service Users and valuing diversity are core to 
all our values in the Council and are either expressed as specific competencies or 
are integrated into individual frameworks. 
 

When and how do we use competencies? 
 
The framework, and the competencies within the framework, can be used in many 
situations, these include: 
 
 Recruitment & Selection  

Designing Person Specifications; shortlisting; interviews. 
 Managing Performance and Performance Review  

Including induction and probation; setting expectations. 

The right hand column 
illustrates the negative 

versions of these 
behaviours which give 

examples of ineffective 
and unacceptable 

behaviour – where we 
don’t want to be.  

The left column contains 
the behaviours and skills 
etc that others would be 
able to see you doing if you 
were ‘excellent’ at your job 
– this is the column we 
should be aspiring to. 
 

Between the two 
extremes, the middle 
column shows a 
satisfactory, basic, 
level of performance.  
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 Workforce Planning  
Talent Management / Succession Planning 

 Developing Learning and Development Plans  
For individuals / teams / Service areas. 

 Career Development and Career Conversations 
 Managing Underperformance (and capability) 
 
For advice and guidance in each of the areas above please see the Council’s 
intranet or contact Human Resources for more information. 
 

Realistic Expectations 
 
Although these sets of competencies describe qualities of ‘excellent’ workers, it is 
accepted that it would not be realistic to expect anyone to show all the positive 
behaviours, across all of the competencies, all of the time.  However, there is an 
expectation that people strive towards this ideal.  The competencies should therefore 
be seen as something to aim towards, and to help you to clearly understand where 
your strengths lie and where you may need further development. 
 
A scoring system has been developed around the competencies to aide with formal 
reviews of performance, but this may also provide a starting point for performance 
discussions – asking yourself where you would rate your performance, and asking 
others where they see themselves. An explanation of this scoring can be found 
below, for further guidance on Performance Reviews please see the Council’s 
intranet or contact Human Resources. 
 
Scoring against competencies – how you carry out your role, your skills, behaviours 
When reviewing yourself (or others) against the competency statements you will choose 
from the following scoring system:  
5 – Clear strength – constantly exceeds role requirement in this area 
the individual demonstrates this at an exemplary level on an everyday basis and could coach 
others in the development of this area (left hand column) 
4 – Moderate strength – often exceeds role requirement in this area 
the individual demonstrates this when the need arises and is seen to do this very well (top of 
middle column, just into left hand column) 
3 – Acceptable Demonstration - meets role requirements in this area 
the individual demonstrates this adequately when required to meet the expectations of their 
role (neither a strength or a development need) (middle column) 
2 – Moderate Development Need - met some, but not all role requirements in this area 
the individual has been seen to demonstrate this on occasion and is aware of the importance 
of this to their role but does need to develop their ability in this area to integrate it into 
everyday practice (bottom of middle column, just into right hand column) 
1 – Clear Development Need – has not met requirements of role in this area 
the individual has not been seen to demonstrate this when carrying out their role and needs 
clear development in this area. (right hand column) 
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